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Dedication 


This effort is devotedly dedicated to my mother, Opai Elizabeth Upshaw Nobie, who 
has always taught my brothers, Harry, Jr. and Gayle Linwood Nobie, and me all she knew 
and had been told about her family...the Upshaws. May we ourselves teach our ch idren 
so that they teo will be familiar with this geneology for, from this, comes our lives. 


sas 





Harry and Opal Elizabeth Upshaw Noble 
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“THE UPSHAWS. . . OURSTORY” 


May I first say this collection of facts is a presentation of love for the Upshaws now, 
the Upshaws to come, and the Upshaws, past. In my search for records of our beloved 
Upshaws who lived in the past, never did I find anything that was not honorable. May 
this be a tribute to them and a challenge for us, who are alive on the Earth now, to 
keep this name Upshaw above reproach...We owe this to our children who will walk 
along after us. 

The first Upshaw in America was Abel Upchev (Upshaw) of French descent who 
came from England in 1640 and settled in Essex County, Virginia. Abel and wife Cordelia 
(Martin) Upshaw then made the first Upshaw mark in the new land, America.1 The 
name Upshaw may possibly have been derived from the hamlet of Upshire, in the Parish of 
Waltham, County of Essex, England.2 The translation of the name Upshaw in the English 
language means: “Dweller at a grove or thicket above another or up a stream.” The Up- 
shaw family is mentioned as being a = family in Eastern Virginia in colonial times 
and immediately succeeding the Revolution. 

In 1699 *William Upshaw, gentlemen planter, was living in Petsworth Parish, Glou- 
cester County, Virginia. In 1704 he possessed 490 acres of land in Petsworth Parish, 
and 1,000 acres of land in Essex County, Virginia. It was designated as William Upshaw’s 
Quarter.4 He retained a high social position and prominence in Gloucester and Essex 
County. He was a Vestryman of South Farrham Parish, Essex and a Justice of the Peace. 
He later took the oath of a Justice in 1719, August. He is referred to as Captain Upshaw. 
He was a widower with two daughters, Cordelia and Susanna, when he married Hannah 
Forrest Carber, widow of James Carber, with one daughter Mary Carber.© This marri- 
age was sometime between 1701-1704. William was born about 1666 and died around 
1720. Hannah was born about 1679 and appears to have died about 1763. 

William Upshaw was a very wealthy and well educated man. He personally wrote 
his own will which is still preserved in Essex County Records. His handwriting is like 
English script; his handwriting is good. He was the intellectual type because one of his 
dear friends left half of a “parcel of book” to him. Most people of this time could not 
sign their names or write unless their father had been able to hire a private tutor. His 
children are listed as Cordilia Upshaw Hipkins and Susanna Upshaw Brooking of Glou- 
cester County by his first marriage; Jeremiah, Richard, William Upshaw, Jr., John (who 
was the only son living at the time of Hannah’s death), and *Forrest. He died when his 
oldest son was not more than 16 years old. Hannah was around 41 years old when he 
died, being left with nine children to raise. 

Hannah Forrest Upshaw appears to have been a very capable woman although she 
could not write her name. Her father could have been Henry Edmund, or John of Glou- 
cester County, who received land from the crown from 1658 to 1684. I believe her father 
was Edmund since this name is found in our lineage. She lived to see her sons zealous 
Churchmen and prominent in civic and military affairs of the day. Her daughters were 
happily married to influential men of Essex County, Virginia. She purchased and paten- 


iNational Cyclopeadia of American Biography, Volume 41, page 81. 
2The Upshaw Family of Essex by Lenora Higginbotham Sweeney. 
3Meade: Old Churches, and Ministers, and Families of Virginia, 1, 429. 
4Wertenbaker: Planters of Colonial Virginia p. 231, 238. 
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ed land and continued to manage her estate until her death. She was a shipper of tobacco 
to England. One occasion is recorded on February 17, 1741, the tobacco was bound for 
London, England on the ship “Restoration”. 

The youngest son of Captain William and Hannah Upshaw was named *Forrest Up- 
shaw. He is not named in his father’s will dated December 16, 1976 and apparently was 
born at a later time and was dead when his mother, Hannah Upshaw, made her will, 
September 1, 1762. On June 21, 1748 Hannah makes a deed of gift to her son Forrest 
Upshaw, to part of the tract of 376 acres. Many other transactions of Hannah and her 
children are recorded. Her son Forrest also served as a witness on some of the records. 
Hannah’s will lists son John Upshaw; daughter Margaret Hipkins; grandsons Richard 
Hipkins, *LeRoy Upshaw and John Upshaw; granddaughters, Milley Upshaw, Mary Up- 
shaw, Sarah Upshaw, Mary Ann Roane and Martha Hipkins. Many other names are 
listed that are not our lineage so J will go on with our story. 

*Forrest Upshaw was born not later than 1718. He is recorded as a witness to several 
legal transactions in the records of this time. Forrest married Ann Hunt, widow of John 
Hunt, Sr., and the mother of two daughters, Elizabeth and Rachel Hunt. He served in 
the French and Indian War as a captain in the Essex County Militia, 1753. In reading 
about Captain Forrest Upshaw I found that one court for Essex County, Virginia at 
Tappahannock on January 17, 1758 was held at his house because of “the infectuous 
disease of smallpox.” Forrest died around 1759 leaving at least three children; *LeRoy, 
Milley, and John. His widow, Ann Hunt Upshaw, survived him 36 years, dying in 1795 in 
Essex County, Virginia. 

Sometime before the American Revolution many of the Essex County, Virginia 
families, who were originally from Gloucester, Virginia answered the call of the “Blue 
Mountains” and began to migrate westward. At the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, 
we find *LeRoy Upshaw and John Upshaw living in Amherst County, Virginia where 
they were both listed with the Amherst Militia. LeRoy’s birth date and death date are 
not fixed. He married Elizabeth Bradley October 24, 1769 at Bedford County, Virgin- 
ia.6 At Bedford County he purchased a plantation on Stovall’s Creek on the north side of 
Fluvanna River, Amherst County. 

In 1782 LeRoy was paying taxes in Buckingham County, Virginia. On February 7, 
1791 LeRoy and 15 in his family were living in Elbert County, Georgia. In 1796 we find 
Forrester Upshaw and his two brothers *Richard and one who “name is not known” in 
Elbert County, Georgia. LeRoy Upshaw served as a lieutenant in Captain Azariah Martin’s 
Company and was engaged in the Battle of Camden, South Carolina of the American 
Revolutionary War. All of the history I have just summarized has been carefully re- 
corded and is the basis of geneology of most of our unknown Upshaw Cousins. From here 
in this book it is uniquely ours. The brothers of Forrest Upshaw (LeRoy’s other sons) are 
not traced. This has been my accomplishment. 

*Richard Upshaw married Rebecca Elder on February 27, 1820 in Elbert County, 
Georgia.? He must have been born about 1770 in Virginia and died before 1850, perhaps 
in Bulter County, Alabama. During the Civil War all of Georgia’s records were burned 
when Sherman made his infamous march. Rebecca Elder’s father was Edmund Elder 
because on May 8, 1822 Richard Upshaw of Walton County, Georgia buys 100 acres of 
land from Edmund Elder of Elbert County, Georgia for the sum of $300. The land is 





6Marriage Bonds of Bedford County, Virginia (1755-1800) 
TMarriage Book H - Rebound into L-F, p. 475, Georgia. 
8Deed Book E, p. 46, Walton County, Georgia. 
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located on Shoal Creek. This deed was filed on January 20, 1824. Her mother was named 
Rebecca, I believe. 

In the 1820 Elbert County, Georgia Census, page 162 we find Richard Upshaw listed 
es 2 males under 10, 1 male 12-15, 1 male 26-44, 3 females under 10, 1 female 26- 
44, 

Richard is not found in any of the later census records. He was not found in the El- 
bert County, Georgia Census of 1850. He was not listed with Rebecca and children in 
the 1850 Census of Bulter County, Alabama in Township 7, Household No. 39, Dec- 
ember 25. Listed are Rebecca Upshaw, 45, born in Georgia and children; Elend, male 
age 21, Georgia farmer; Elisha, 20, Georgia farmer; Frances, female 16 born in Georgia 
and John, II, born in Georgia. The Bulter County Courthouse burned in April, 1853. 
In a record of land purchases I find that Rebecca Upshaw sold her land in Bulter County, 
Alabama for $400 on September 23, 1856. I find *Elisha and Jonathan buying 320 acres 
of land in Union Parish, Louisiana on August 8, 1860 from Alexander Wilson Upshaw. 
(Alexander Wilson Upshaw is the first Upshaw to appear in Union Parish, Louisiana). 

I believe that he is Richard Upshaw’s “unknown brother” mentioned earlier for how 
else would a widow Rebecca Upshaw and family find their way from Bulter County, 
Alabama to Union Parish, Louisiana? She sold her land in Alabama for $400 and gave 
the money to her sons *William Elisha and Jonathan W. who bought the 320 acres of 
land from their uncle Alexander Wilson for $500. His wife was Z. Frances Upshaw. 
Rebecca’s daughter is named Frances. From Book J page 327 Union Parish Courthouse, 
Farmerville, Louisiana we find Alexander Wilson Upshaw August 8, 1860 sold 320 acres 
of land to William Elisha and Jonathan W. Upshaw. (Brothers Edmun, 1831 Georgia; 
Elisha, 2-29-1833, Georgia; Jonathan, 1840, - Georgia; Frances-sister, 1834, Georgia) 
Not the similarity in names Frances, and the John W. (Wilson?). 


SSeS 
9Rufus Christian Digest 
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Upshaw and family moved after Tinsley 
sold his hand in the Firse District. He also 
, vis sought adjoining lands and continued his 
259 acres in the Pires (iss: peeetrs residence there throughout his life. He was 
On Oct. 18, 1828, Adrins Ojpotiaw 1 when he married Martha Phillips at 
135 acres in the First Diuirict Lexington in Oglethorpe County. He and 

5 brother, Tinsley Upsliaw, for $120 his wife and her parents came ro Walton 
, Upshaw bought 250 acres Oct. aad lived a number of years in Social 
$40 from Allen Chandler at $S00. It Circle. Tinsley was a soldier in the War 
the Fourth District where Tinsley f of 1812, but served only three months. 
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Born in Elbert County, he enlisted there. 


Foliowing service in 1814, he went to 
school in Lexington and boarded with his 


uncle, Richard Upshaw, whose wife was 
_ ‘The former Nebecca Elder. Tinsley Upshaw 


Tisthen Tor sometime a teacher in ccun- 
wy schools. He and his wives were mem- 
bers of Mt. Paron and later Social Circle 
Baptist churches in the First District. 
In 1837, Tinsley and Francis Byrd Upshaw 
are listed as members of the then-new 
Baptist Church in Social Circle. 

The first record book of Mt. Paron 
Church was lost by a church clerk. Con- 
sequently, records are missing prior to 
1830. In 1852, the Sardis Church records 


“show that Tinsley Upshaw and his wife 


Frances joined there on confession of 
faith, The Baptists had been divided since 
the ‘'Schism'’ occurring at an associa- 
tional meeting in 1832 in Eatonton. 

After the death of Tinsley Upshaw’s 
first wife in 1829 or 1830, he married 
Frances Byrd in Walton County Sept. 
26, 1831. 

Children of Tinsley and Martha Phil- 
los Upshaw were Emily, who married 
Cibere Ivey; Elizabeth, who married Pres- 
toy Rutherford: and John Phillips, who 
Lin 1952. He disd in the 






“we WIS to awhlower, 
t, fa Walton County in 
ya, The three Garrett children were 
Amelia, George Almand Garrett, and [u- 
ther T. Garrett. Aruelfa died in June 1887 
Ueorge A. Garrett became tax collector 
and chen held office as ordinary of Walton 
County, serving 32 years in both and dying 
in 1956. His brother, Luther T. Garrett, 
died August 16, 1963. He was a farmer 
and citizen of Between. 

Ordinary Garrett was a member 
and deacon of Sardis Primitive Baptist 
Church. His wife, who preceded him by 
several years in death, was Miss Ida Dial 
of Newton County. Luther T. Garrett's wife 
wus Miss Ida Palmer of the same place. 
Several of their suns served in the Navy 
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while others were farmers. Mary Upshaw. 


Tuck Garrett di:d in Loganville in April 
1906, and was buried beside her husband, 
th: late James R. Garrett, at Shiloh Pri- 
mitive Baptist Church Cemetery. She 
married a second time in 1869. 

Several descendunts of Tinsley Upshaw 
became physicians. These include 
Dr. S. W. Tuck of Pembroke, Va., Dr. 


Harry 1. Upshaw of Social Circle, Dr. 
W. K. Swann Jr. of Knoxville, Tenn., and 
Dr. Goodwin Tuck of Covington. 

Harrison F. Upshaw married Elizabeth 
Francis of Rockdale County, Nov. 11, 1883, 
and his brother, P. C. Upshaw married 
Lena Francis of Rockdale County in 1888. 
Henry C. Upshaw married Josephine Hud- 
son. Harrison F.’s daughter Elizabeth is an 
author. 

Dr. Goodwin Tuck of Covington {is a son 
of Attorney Reuben M. Tuck, elder son of 
the late Jarnes W. Tuck, son of Mary U. 
Tuck and her first husband, James W. 
Tuck, who died during the Civil War. Sev- 
eral Navy men of high rank are descen- 
dants of Tinsley Upshaw. 

fary Vuck’s childrea were Harris Tuck, 
who died in ‘Icusas; Rebert B. Tuck of Lo- 
ganville; Fanni2 Wellmaicer; Jane Phillins; 
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Tinsley Upshaw’s eldest daugny: 
married Elbert Ivey and her husband ¢ 
when young. Late in life she maccicd J 
(Jack) Herrin of Sccial Circle. lier c 
ren were Martha lvey Moytield, (0 
Byrd, and John T. Ivey. Marthe ost 
T. lived in Loganville. blizebeth Byrd 
resided in Covington in her lar: y 

Robert A. Upshaw taarrict 1 
Still in December 1854. Willlara it 
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died May 19, 1862, in Richimc:ci, Wa., six 
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his widow. Their chik'cen were Frances 
Harris, Jonny White, R. B. Upshaw, Sally 
Upshaw, Maggie Adams, George and Os- 
car Mpshaw, and Blanche U. Jones. Sally, 
the last survivor, dled in Acianta in April 
1960. 

George M. Upsnaw, son uf Tinsley Up- 
shaw, married Dorothy Hamby, daughter 
of Elder Isaac Hamby of Walton County. 
The family moved to Conyers and later to 
Carroll County where his first wife died. 
He was married the second time to Miss 
Pat Bridges, who survived him. His three 
children, Thomas, Emma and Patrick, 
died some years ago. Emma married E. E. 
Embry and outlived her brothers who had 
no children. She had three daughters, two 
of whom are living. 

Susan Antine Upshaw married Abner 
J. Stephens, a Confederate veteran, in 
Walton County December 17, 1566. Their 
eldest child was Tailulah who mairicd 
Charley Stroud, 18, and went with him to 
live in Texas. Sons who remained in Wal- 
ton County most of their lives were R 
Hester Stephens, W. B. Stephens, John 
Tinsley Stephens. M. M. Stephens lived in 
North Carolina, Conyers, and Atlanta. J. 
Golden Stephens lived in Cieveland, Ohio, 
Louisville, Ky., and Atlanta. Noran Ste- 
phens lived mostly in Cleveland, Ohio, 
after he was grown and marricd. Sonsre- 
siding in Social Circle were the late John 
P. and William Stark and Sanders Upshaw, 
Mayor W. B. Stephens Jr., and the late 
J. Henry Stephens were great-grandsons. 

Benjamin A. Upshaw and his wife, Su-ie 
Garrett Upshaw, have no descendants liv- 
ing except a granddeughter, Mrs. Frances 
Ashe of New Orleans, La. Sallle married 
her cousin, George Upzhaw, sea of Rox rt 
A. Upshaw. James T. was net married. 
Benjumin C. Upshaw murried Miss Kigs- 
dule, daughter of Mayor Rigsdale of Atlin- 
ta, and after her death he married Miss 
Chamberlin of Atlanta. The, had nochild- 
ren. 

James Cerrien Upshaw merricd Nancy 
Emma Amold. daughter of Francis M. 
























































HERE ARE SOME UPSHAW DATA COPIED AT UNION PARISH COURTHOUSE 
BY MR. JOHN F. RAMSEY OF FARMERVILLE, LOUISIANA 






















Alexander Wilson Upshaw first to appear in Union Parish, Louisiana, in 1853, wife Z. 
Frances. 

(Book J -327) Alexander Wilson Upshaw, August 8, 1860, sold 320 acres of land to 
William Elisha and Jonathan W. Upshaw (Brothers: Edmund, 1831, Georgia; Elisha, 
2-29-1833, Georgia; Jonathan, 1840, Georgia; Frances - sister - 1834, Georgia). 

Suc Z - 184) Alexander W. Upshaw died on February 11, 1888. His wife, Z. Florence 
i and 6 children, no names given. 

*7.322) Alexander Wilson Upshaw, February 4, 1911, heirs sold land to S.J.B. Ab- 
bott(?) 

Signers: Z. Francis Upshaw 
| Sarah F. Cortney 
} E. A. Harper (?) 
V. A. Upshaw 

J. C. Rockett(?) 
. M. Upshaw 
M. P. Denton (?) 
J. A. Upshaw 
W. L. Rockett(?) 


Comet 


Book 1 - 495) William Elisha Upshaw died January 8, 1882, leaving his wife, Julia 



























A.; Children: 
a Edmund Age 13 
| Ira Franklin Age 12 
ee William Elish Age 9 
James Melton (?) Age6 
Lev(?) A. Age 4 


8 - 348) Ira F. Upshaw died 1921, wife: Nancy A. 
Children: James Edward Age 20 


i Frank Age 19 
Fred Age 17 
Varner(?) Age 12 


8 - 86) Martha Frances Phillips Upshaw died on March 7, 1917, leaving 
; husband W. E. Upshaw; 


Children: Travis Age 26 
; Elton Age 18 
i Ora B. Age 17 
Stanford Age 16 
Luthar Age 14 

Florence Age 9 

Ivy Age 7 

Berrait(?) Age 4 


The 1860 Census of Union Parish, Louisiana lists Rebecca, 60, Georgia; Mary, female, 
55, Georgia; Elisha, male, 28, Georgia; Jonathan, 20, Georgia. This Mary listed may per- 
haps be Rebecca’s sister. Jonathan was killed during the Civil War. Elisha served in the 
war. We find Upshaw, Ed, 29, male farmer, Georgia; M.E., 23, female housekeeper of 
Alabama in this census. There were no Upshaws in Louisiana in 1840 as far as I know. 
None are listed in the 1850 Census of Union Parish, Louisiana. Since Rebecca has a son 

named Edmund once again proof that this is the same Rebecca Elder that married Rich- 

ard Upshaw 2/27/1820 who bought the land in Walton County, Georgia on May 8, 1822, 





*Note: Copy very bad - can’t read some of these. 
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ALEXANDER WILSON UPS: 
Born: 1825 
Died: Feb. 11, 1888 
Married: June 10, 1847 
To: Francis Barrow 
Born: Nov. 9, 1824 
Died: ? 




















JSE THE FAMILY OF ALEXANDER WILSON UPSHAW 


BY WILLIAM GENE BARROW 
wife Z. ALEXANDER WILSON UPSHAW (first Upshaw to Union Parish, Louisiana). 
Born: 1825 
and to Died: Feb. 11, 1888 
Elisha, Married: June 10, 1847 
To: Francis Barrow 
lorence Born: Nov. 9, 1824 
Died: ? 
.B. Ab- 
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from Edmund Elder, Rebecca Elder’s father. This is my proof that *Richard Upshaw is 
the father of * William Elisha and is the son of *LeRoy Upshaw. 

Rebecca Elder Upshaw died in Union Parish, Louisiana, I believe after 1860. She may 
have returned to Alabama but I am very doubtful of this. If daughter Frances stayed in 
Alabama (she is not listed in the 1860 Louisiana census - she may have been married 
and have a family in Bulter County, Alabama) Rebecca may have returned to Alabama to 
live with her. Her sons were all with her in Union Parish, Louisiana though in 1860. 

*Richard and Rebecca’s son *William Elisha is our lineage. William Elisha was born 
in Georgia on February 29, in 1833.10 He died in Union Parish, Louisiana on January 
8, 1882. He served in the War Between the States. He arrived in Union Parish by way 
of Bulter County, Alabama when he was 27 years old. When one drives along the country 
side between Mount Union Baptist Church and Canaan Baptist Church out from Spears- 
ville you can truly understand why they chose this land to be their home. The softly 
rolling fields gently demand one to stop and stay. It is hard to understand how my 
grandfather could leave his birthplace and come to Ashley County, Arkansas.11 Ashley 
County is beautiful with its pine trees and gentle slopes but, I will have to confess, no 
more beautiful than Union Parish, Louisiana. In 1860 John or Jonathan W. was 20-21. 
He fought in the Civil War and the story has been handed down to us that Uncle John 
had been stabbed with a sword in the fighting and someone had propped him wounded 
and bleeding against a big tree. He died there. 

William Elisha Upshaw married Julia Ann Garner Gatherite on February 1, 1868 in 
Union County, Arkansas. They were married by M. Vice, Justice of Peace. His first wife 
was a widow Hunt with one son, John Hunt. (Is this the wealthy oil and food Hunts of 
Texas via Arkansas?) Julia Ann Garner, his second wife, had one daughter, Betty Gathe- 
rite. Her husband was Jefferson Davis Gatherite. They had both been 22 and were mar- 
ried on October 20, 1860 by J. P. Everett, MG of MBC.12 Her father may be W. Gath- 
right mentioned in 1840 Census of Dallas County, Alabama. Julia Ann and William 
Elisha’s children were Edmun, born in Union Parish, Louisiana on October 23, 1868; 
Ira Franklin was born in 1869; William Elisha (Will) was born in 1872; James Melton 
(Jim) was born in 1875; and Lena in 1877. William Elisha died January 8, 1882 leaving 
his wife Julia A., and children.13 : 

In reading the court house records I came across a document that endears out past 
loved ones even more to my heart than I had ever imagined. This work has made these 
dear people live again for me. I hope it will do the same for you as you read these ac- 
counts. William Elisha arrived in Union Parish and purchased his land around 1860. On 
January 8, 1882 Julia Ann Upshaw was a widow filing a petition in court to be the 
authorized guardian of her four minor children; Edmund, aged 13; Ira Franklin, aged 12; 
William Elisha, aged 9; James Milton, aged 6; and Lena, aged 4. William Elisha was thirty- 
five when they married. He died after they’d been married fourteen years. He was forty- 
nine when he died, Julia Ann was thirty-two when they married. When he died, she was 
46. She died when she was 67. 

Julia A. Upshaw listed her worldly possessions as she made her petition, besides her 
240 acres of land valued at $1.50 per acre, her home, these are the things she listed and 





*Our lineage 

101850 Census Bulter County, Alabama. December 27, Township 7, Household 39. 
11 Marriage Book C, p. 59 (1829-1870) Union County, Arkansas 

12Marriage Bonds and Ministers Returns of Union County, Arkansas, Book B, p. 241 


13 Union Parish Court House, Farmerville, Louisiana, Book 1, page 495. 
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their values. This is in 1882: one bay mare, 6 years old $40.00; one dark bay horse, 18 
years cold, $15.00; one cow and calf $15.00; 50 bushels of corn, $60.00; one hundred 
bushels of cotton seed more or less, $10.00; 4 shoats valued at $5.00; 2 beds and cloths, 
$15.00; 5 chairs valued at $2.50; 2 tables, $1.00; 1 clock, $4.00; 1 lot of crocker, $1.50; 
pot ware, $3.00; 1 wash pot, $2.50; 2 looking glasses, $1.00; 3 bedsheets, $1.50; 400 
pounds of fodder, $8.00; one spinning wheel, $1.00; 2 bee hives, $1.00; 1 set plow gear, 
$2.00; 1 lot of old plow sweeps worth about $1.00; the total value not more than five Pi 
hundred forty-one dollars. She prays for orders or decrees necessary in the process of : 
general relief. . 
My prayer is that we may honcr these dear, precious souls by living in such a way to E 
preserve our names honorably. 


Feed 
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Julia Ann Garner Gatherite 
Wife of William Elisha Upshaw 








THE POSSESSIONS OF JULIA ANN UPSHAW, WIDOW OF WILLIAM ce 
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WILLIAM 


EDMUND married Fannie Bry 
Edmund (Ed): born Octobe 
died January 


Children: Charlie, Lonn 
Vera, Opal, Mi 


IRA FRANKLIN married Nan 
Ira: born 1869 
died 1921 


Children: James Edware 


WILLIAM ELISHA married: ( 
Will: born July 18, 1872 
died March 26, 1950 


Children: Travis, Ora, E 


JAMES MELTON married: (1 
Jim: born 1875 
died ? 


Children: Dallas, Annie 
Berna. 


LENA married Tom Burnside 
Lena: born 1877 
died ? 


Children: Prentice, Jew: 


BETTY GATHERITE, half si 











WILLIAM ELISHA UPSHAW’S CHILDREN 


EDMUND married Fannie Bryan Smith Upshaw April 5, 1885 (one child: Ollie Smith). 
Edmund (Ed): born October 23,1868 Fannie: born May 23, 1866 
died January 5, 1947 died March 29, 1934 


Children: Charlie, Lonnie, Annie, Garland, Claud, Eunice, Pearl, George, Grady, 
Vera, Opal, Milton. 


CERO CRO ERO ERG 
IRA FRANKLIN married Nancy Alice Sturdivant. 
Ira: born 1869 Nancy Alice: born ? 
died 1921 died ? 


Children: James Edward, Frank, Fred, Varner. 


ORS CRS BRO CRG 
WILLIAM ELISHA married: (1) Martha Frances Phillips, (2) Mollie Smith 
Will: born July 18, 1872 Martha Frances: born March 17, 1878 
died March 26, 1950 died March 7, 1918 


Children: Travis, Ora, Elton, Stanford, Luther, Ola, Florence, Ivie, Benoyd. 


CRS CRS CRS 


JAMES MELTON married: (1) Lou Seals, (2) Minnie Davis. 
Jim: born 1875 


died ? 
Children: Dallas, Annie Bell, Gladys, Ruby, Berdelle, Velma, Dorothy, Margie, 
Berna. 
TWGORS ORS ORS 
LENA married Tom Burnside. 
Lena: born 1877 
died ? 


Children: Prentice, Jewel, Diamond, Richmond, Robbie, Valey. 


CRO DO RGR 


BETTY GATHERITE, half sister. 
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Julia Ann was born December 23, 1836, and died November 23, 1903 at Union Smith on April 5, 1885 at 


Parish, Louisiana. They both are buried in the Spearsville Cemetery at Spearsville, Louisi- about 1803 in Georgia and « 
ana. These tombstones were copied by my mother, Opal Elizabeth Upshaw Noble, who about 1817 in North Caroli 
was their sranddaughter through their son Ed. Bryan, Redden, 47 male fa 

I cannot help but believe Julia Ann’s father was related to John Nancy (Nance) Gar- Carolina. Fannie Bryan Smir 
ner, the vice-president for F. D. Roosevelt from 1933 to 1941. He was born in Red River ried Ed. Upshaw. Ollie Smi 
County, Texas on November 22, 1868. He died in 1958. Nance served in the Texas Cleadron, Crofford, and Bur 
Legislature from 1898 to 1902 and then in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1902 23, 1866, in Ashley County, 
to 1932 serving 30 years here. He served as Democratic Whip and leader of the U.S. 1934, in Ashley County, nea 


House of Representatives. He was Speaker of the House in 1931. John Nancy was a 
candidate for U.S. President in 1932, but he released his delegates in favor of F.D. Roose- 
velt and in turn was chosen as Vice President for F.D. Roosevelt. 

Ed or E.D. (as he signed his name) or Edmund from the Louisiana Census is my grand- 
father. He was born on October 23, 1868 in Union Parish, Louisiana and died while 
K visiting in our home in Perryville (Ouachita Parish) Louisiana on January 5, 1947. He 
was brought back to his beloved Ashley County for burial. He and his wife, Fannie, are 

buried at Eden Baptist Cemetery, Ashley County, Arkansas. He married Fannie Bryan 
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Smith on April 5, 1885 at Union Parish, Louisiana. Her father was Reddin Bryan born 
about 1803 in Georgia and died around 1821. Her mother was Smithie Jane Bryant born 
about 1817 in North Carolina. In the 1850 Census of Union Parish I find on page 461 
Bryan, Redden, 47 male farmer born in Georgia and Jane, 33, female born in North 
Carolina. Fannie Bryan Smith, their daughter, had one child Ollie Smith when she mar- 
ried Ed. Upshaw. Ollie Smith in life married Ben Knight and had four sons; Clifford, 
Cleadron, Crofford, and Burford Knight. Fannie Bryan Smith Upshaw was born on Mav 
23, 1866, in Ashley County, Arkansas, and she died when I was 3 weeks old on March 29, 
1934, in Ashley County, near Hamburg, Arkansas. 








E.D. Upshaw and Fannie Bryan Smith Upshaw 
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fd had come to Arkansas, Ashley County; bought 250 acres of land; raised his fami- 
ly; lived a full, useful life and was buried within one mile of his land. He and his family 
were instrumental in the formation and building of Eden Baptist Church. He and Fannie 
are buried in Eden’s Cemetery. 1934 was a terrible year for my grandfather because with- 
in six weeks he lost his love, Fannie, with pneumonia; his daughter Vera with complica- 
tions of measles and childbirth and his daughter-in-law Scotty, Grady’s wife. After the 
sad, sad loss of Fannie, Ed never eared much for his land, his home. It became his son 
George’s home and he visited from child to child staying mostly with us because my 
mother, Opal, was his “baby”. Papa was a wonderful, short, stout well-dressed man 
with a shiney bald head. He always wore a straw Kadie hat and carried a Palmetto fan. 
I have his fan and everytime I look at it I see my Papa fanning slowiy, with us watch- 
ing. He always was immaculate in his white shirt, tie and crisp cord suit all summer 
long. We (my two brothers and I) always loved for Papa to come because Opal, our 
mother, was happy and Papa always bought for Ope whatever she needed or wanted. 
I remember his pocketbook was always full. We loved Papa and I shall never forget the 
nightmare of the Sunday afternoon when he had just gotten up from the Sunday dinner 
table. (Papa always sat at one end of the table and my daddy, Harry Noble, at the other). 
Papa got up staggering to fall, and later that day, to die with a cerebral hemmorage at 
Bastrop Hospital shortly around midnight. I was in the eighth grade and I thought I, 
too, would surely die of a sad, broken heart. Our mother was so sad and my younger 
brother, Gayle Linwood Noble, so frail. 

| can remember going to Papa’s house - a big, tall grey weathered house in Ashley 
County with a wooden fence around the yard, a big hall down the middle and on one 
side a bedroom with a fireplace (we sat in this room around the fire at night), another 
bedroom with the same doublesided chimney, then the dining room with the kitchen 
behind it. Across the hallway to the left was another bedroom and a little room used 
for storage beside it. I remember big, big trees, lots of turkey, guineas, and big meals, 
all eaten around a long table in the dining room. I believe the table, benches and chairs 
were the only dining room furniture. 






Ed and Fannie’s house—vacant and desolate—Ashley County, Arkansas 
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Ed Upshaw 


I really believe E.D. was named Edmund after William Elisha’s brother Edmund who 
was named Edmund after his mother Rebecca Elder’s father, Edmund Elder. Rebecca 
also had a brother named Elend or Edmund. 

Ed and Fannie’s children were all born in Ashley County, Arkansas and in Union 
Parish, Louisiana at home. They were Charlie, Lonnie, Annie, Claud, Pearl, Garland, 
George, Eunice, Grady, Vera, Opal (b. 10/13/1910) and Milton. 

Charlie married Mannie Rhodes. Their children were Grace, Hardy, Althia Bell, Mil- 
dred, David, Sikes, Huey, Fannie, and Vera. Huey served in the Korean Conflict and was 
killed. David, Sikes and Hardy were World War II Navy men. 

Lonnie married first Ethel Risinger who was the mother of his children: Guy, Cecil, 
Marie, W.R., Palmer and Alleen. His second wife was Nellie Smith. Nellie’s mother was 
Will Upshaw’s second wife. 

Annie married Herman Culp. Their children are Irene, Louise, Roy Bernis, Benoyd, 
Durwood, Lola Mae and Martha Bess. 

Claud married Georgia Seal. Their children are Eva, Lillian, Ealion, Elva, Coy, Ruth 
Helen, LaRue, Jeanette and Rebecca. 

Garland married Clara Bryant. His children are: James, Ruby, Billy, Dewey, Bobby, 
Charles, Kenneth and Peggy. 

Pearl married Ben Carruth. Their one son Cobal followed them quickly in death. 
Ben served in World War I. He had no good health left after the war. He was so cold 
and frostbitten while he served in Germany his finger nails became thick like bird claws. 

Eunice married Hardy Wesson. Their children are Margaret, Frances, LaVerne, Doyle 
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and Syderick. William Elisha’s second so! 


George first married Lee Moffatt, the mother of his children Fanilou and Jack. After He married Nancy Alice Siz 
her death he married Eliza Ogden Smith. They had three children, Wade and Betty, and (1902) Fred (1904) and Varne 
George Richard. 


Grady Henry married first Scotty Brockwell and they had his only child, a daughter, 
Quida. His great sadness, resulting from her death, sought happiness in his marriages 
to Helen Sivils, Lillie Farrar and finally happily to lovely Jane Kounce. 

Vera married Roy Bolin and they had two daughters, Sybil and Maxie Dell. 

Opal Elizabeth married Harry E. H. Noble and their children are: Harry Noble, Jr., 
Mary Imogene Noble Carpenter and Gayle Linwood Noble. 

Milton died at age five in Ashley County, Arkansas. 

Of Ed’s children, Claud, Charlie and Lonnie remained in Union Parish, Louisiana. 
Grady, George, Opal, Eunice, Annie, Vera stayed in Arkansas. Garland went to Houston, 
Texas. Each child’s descendants are in these same areas. Pearl, Vera, Milton died long ago. 
Lonnie, Charlie, Annie, Claud, and Garland have died in recent years. Lonnie, Charlie, 
and Claud are buried in Union Parish, Louisiana; Annie in Morehouse Parish; and Garland 
was buried in Houston, Texas. Pearl, Vera, Milton and their parents, Ed and Fannie are all 
in the same cemetery—Eden Cemetery in Ashley County, Arkansas. 
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Ed Upshaw and heirs on the day he sold his land to his son Grady in Ashley County, 
Arkansas. Pictured: Garland, Lonnie, Ed, Claud, Opal, Lillie, George, Grady, Eliza, 
Sybil, Maxie Dell, Charlie and Imie. 
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William Elisha’s second son was Ira Franklin. He was born in 1869 and died in 1921. 
He married Nancy Alice Sturdivant. Their children are James Edward (1901) Frank 
(1902) Fred (1904) and Varner (1909). 





Ed and Will Upshaw 


William Elisha, called ‘Will,’ was born in 1872 and died in 1950. He married first 
Martha Frances Phillips, the mother of his children: Travis (1896), Elton (1900), Ora B. 
(1899), Stanford (1903), Luthar (1907), Ola (1907), Florence (197), Ivie (1912), and 
Benoyd (1915). Martha Frances died on March 7, 1918. His second marriage was to 
Mollie Smith. Her daughter Nellie later married Lonnie Upshaw as his second wife. 

Although Will Upshaw’s tombstone bears the inscription Wilson Elisha Upshaw, this 
is not really his name. (It could have been since his father, William Elisha, bought his 
Union Parish land from Alexander Wilson Upshaw when they came to Louisiana on 
August 1, 1860, from Alabama.) In all the deeds, census, records I have photographed 
and copied from his age 9, he is listed as William Elisha Upshaw (January 8, 1882). 

JAMES MILTON (Jim) Upshaw, born in 1875, married first Lou Seals. Their children 
are Dallas, Annie Bell, Gladys, Ruby, Berdel, Velma, Dorothy, Margie and Berna. His 
second wife was Minnie Davis. 

William Elisha’s only daughter and baby child, LENA, born in 1877, married Tom 
Burnside. Their children are Prentice, Jewel, Diamond, Richmond, Robbie and Valey. 
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